
HOW TO PRAISE A CHILDHOW TO PRAISE A CHILDHOW TO PRAISE A CHILDHOW TO PRAISE A CHILD    

There is a lot of research out there on the way 
to praise a child. I think it is so powerful and so 
important that I would like to share with you 
what the research has found. We know that we 
increase the odds of kids achieving great suc-
cess by making a small change in how we 
praise them and talk about success and 
achievement. There are two different mind-
sets. There is a Fixed Mindset and a Growth 

Mindset. Below are examples of both.  

 

FIXED MINDSETFIXED MINDSETFIXED MINDSETFIXED MINDSET    

1.Praising kids merely for their innate abilities, 
such as their intelligence, actually makes it 
less likely that they'll grow up to enjoy learning 

and to excel. 

Examples of this might be:  

“You are so smart.”  

“You are a math genius.”  

“You are the best football player I have ever 

seen.”  

“You were a rock star today, you got every 

problem correct.”  

“You’re the best son ever.” 

 

GROWTH MINDSETGROWTH MINDSETGROWTH MINDSETGROWTH MINDSET    

2.Praising kids instead for the strategies and 
processes they use or--even when they don't 
fully succeed--makes them more likely to try 

harder and ultimately achieve. 

Examples of this might be:  

“You worked extremely hard on that assign-
ment and the effort you gave was outstand-

ing.”  

 Giving the Gift of Praise  

Special points of interest: 

• Clean out your closets!  It’s time 
for the  House of Zion  donation 

drive! 

• Don’t miss the Christmas Pro-

gram on December 14h. 

• Four more girls basketball 

games left. 

• It’s time to signup for the boys 

basketball team. 
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“Working through that math problem was not 
easy, you persevered and you found multiple 
ways to solve the problem, I really appreciated 

your approach and effort.”  

“Through your hard work and effort and your 
focus in practice it is apparent why you are 
having such great success on the football 

field.”  

“I noticed you really took your time and gave 
great focus to each particular problem on your 
assignment today. I could tell you really under-

stand the concept in depth.” 

“I can see how hard you work and the effort you 
give to being the best you can be for our family. 
Thank you for being such a good example to 

others.” 

 

3.Perhaps the kicker--the effects of these 
praise strategies can be quantified even when 
we're talking about children as young as 1 to 3 

years of age. 

 

I would challenge us all as parents, coaches, 
and as teachers to really be thoughtful in the 
praise that we give our children each and every 
day.  Praise the child in whatever role (student, 
child, or athlete)  explicitly for how capable they 
are of learning or doing rather than telling them 
how smart or great they are. It is also very im-
portant to always commend children for the 
focus, dedication, and effort they provided 
when they were successful. This will far more 
motivate a child to strive, push, and persevere 

with the next challenge they encounter. 

 

Mr. McCarty 

Principal 

 Giving the Gift of Being Thoughtful  

This edition of our newsletter focuses on various ways of giving.  One way that we can give to our  
community is by being considerate of the property of our neighbors.  Please do not use the neigh-
bors driveways or yards as turnaround or parking areas for your vehicles when you are transporting 
your children to and from VP or while attending events.  We also ask that you are mindful of the 
farm equipment that travels on Cascade, Victor Point, and Doerfler Roads.  Victor Point is situated in 

a farming community and we want to be good, safe, considerate neighbors to everyone involved. 



To truly express your gratitude, you have to be kind, open, and on a mission to make people feel better about who they are. We can’t be 
shy or bashful. All of us must take the time to let people know how much they really mean to us. We must all remember that a more 

grateful life is a happier life. 

1.  Write “thank you” cards. 1.  Write “thank you” cards. 1.  Write “thank you” cards. 1.  Write “thank you” cards. “Thank you” cards aren’t just meant for your teachers; you can give them to anyone 
who has influenced your life in a positive way. You can write these cards to your favorite coach or your best friend, 
and you don’t need to wait for a special occasion to send one along. Sending a card expressing your gratitude to a 
loved one just because can be one of the easiest ways to show how grateful you are for the person’s presence in 

your life. You can also write a “thank you” letter if you feel like everything you have to say won’t fit in a card.  

2.  Do favors for your friends just because. 2.  Do favors for your friends just because. 2.  Do favors for your friends just because. 2.  Do favors for your friends just because. If you want to express your gratitude, then you should-
n’t do favors for your friends just because they’ve helped you out recently or because you want something in return. 
Instead, help them out just because you care for them and want to make their day a little easier. Be observant. Look to 
see how you can really help out your friend. Of course, your friends should sometimes do favors for 

you in return. You don’t want to feel like people are taking advantage of your kindness. 

3.  Tell your family members how much you appreciate them. 3.  Tell your family members how much you appreciate them. 3.  Tell your family members how much you appreciate them. 3.  Tell your family members how much you appreciate them. You may be taking your family mem-
bers for granted without even realizing it. If you want to show your family members how much they mean to you, then 
all you have to do is remember to tell them that you love them every single day, and to show that you appreciate all of 
the love, rides, food, help, and any other offerings they have given you. Tell them in person, in a card, or over the 
phone. Do it often. Your family members may be the people you take the most for granted, and it’s important to get 

your true feelings out there. Show them how much they mean to you by giving them your time.  
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Giving the Gift of Gratitude 

House of Zion Collection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the time of year when we take stock 
of all the blessings we have in life.  We are 
grateful for family and friends, warm 
homes, clothes on our backs, food on the 
table, flushing toilets, and clean water to 
drink.  This is not the case for many peo-
ple, not only in far away places but also for 
people in our own backyards.  For some 
people YOU are who they are grateful for.  
YOU provide them with warm clothes, blan-
kets, shoes, coats, socks and many more 
items to help make their lives a little easi-

er. 

You may be asking, how do I do these 
things for people unbeknownst to me?  You 

do this when you contribute to the 
HOUSE OF ZION HOUSE OF ZION HOUSE OF ZION HOUSE OF ZION collection here at 
school.  You may drop off your dona-
tions of clean clothes, blankets, shoes, 
coats, etc. from now until December 12 now until December 12 now until December 12 now until December 12 
under the bulletin board across from 
the office.  We will deliver the donations 

after school on the 12th. 

Thanks to  all of you for your contribu-
tions in the past and the donations you 
will make this year.  You really do bless 
the recipients and this school with your 

generosity and caring.   

 

Our project to provide people in need with new socks filled with useful 
items (gloves, toothbrush, tooth paste, soap, razor, deodorant, sham-

poo, etc.) was a great success!   

The Victor Point 1st and 4th grade classes coordinated gathering the 
items and filling the 70 pairs of socks.  Mrs. Myers and Ms. Cary deliv-
ered the socks to people in need in Salem while the Cascade High 

Girls Basketball Team provided a meal.   

We wish that all of you could have seen the many smiles and heard 
the heart-felt words of thanks.  We are blessed to teach in such a kind 

and generous community that was willing to contribute to, and support, this project 

and wish to pass on the thanks to everyone who helped.  

Thank you all for contributing to warming hearts and feet! 

Socks of Love from the 1st and 4th graders 



The Viking Voice 

12th  12th  12th  12th  ----            Assembly 10:30    

12th12th12th12th  -   PTCC 3:00 

13th 13th 13th 13th ----            5th-8th to OSU   

14th14th14th14th -  Christmas Program 6:00 

18th 18th 18th 18th ––––    Jan 1stJan 1stJan 1stJan 1st Christmas Break 

Jan. 2ndJan. 2ndJan. 2ndJan. 2nd  School Resumes 

December 2 Jamboree @ SHS  

December 4 @ Bethany 

December 6 Pratum here 

December 7 Central Howell here 

December 13 Silver Crest here  

The season is about half over so you still 

have a chance to cheer on the Viking 

Girls Basketball Team.  Following  are 

the dates and locations—all games 

begin at 4:00 with the exception of the 

Jamboree at 9:00. 

  
 

GO VIKINGS!GO VIKINGS!GO VIKINGS!GO VIKINGS!    
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VP’s Christmas Program 

“A Snowy Day”  

December Dates to Remember 

Girls’ Basketball 

It’s time for the Christmas Program!  We plan on showing off the talents of our entire student pop-

ulation.  

The program is scheduled for Thursday, December 14th at 6:00 in the Victor Point Gym.  Please 
have your students arrive at 5:40. Grades K-3 will meet in their classrooms with their teachers at 

that time. Grades 4-8 will meet in the gym at that time.  

We are asking each family to bring a plate of cookies to share.  Invite the  grandparents for this 

fun, entertaining evening.  Thank you for your continued support of this Victor Point tradition!  

PTCC News 

Some recaps from the last PTCC meet-
ing:  The Pie fundraiser brought in 
$2,758 this year—that’s an increase of 
$600 from last year.  Thanks for your 
support!   

The By-Law Committee members have 
been very busy with revisions—please 
see the emails sent to staff and parents 
that contain these changes.  The plan is 
to vote on adoption at our December 

meeting.   

We also discussed prioritizing future 
projects presented from the 2017 Spring 
survey:  covered outdoor play area, 
improved parking around the school, 
video monitoring, classroom funds, in-
creased technology, gym upgrades, 
outdoor lighting, and upgraded sound 
system. 

 PTCC members are beginning to 
plan the 50th Chili Feed. Please con-
tact the chair, Lisa Kuenzi, if you'd 
like to help. We'd love to have more 
ideas and hands!  

The next PTCC meeting is Decem-
ber 12 at 3 PM. Child care provided. 
Please come!  

Boys’ Basketball 

 

 

 

 

It’s time to start thinking about Victor 
Point’s Boys’ Basketball Team.  Signups 
will be available next Monday, Decem-
ber 4th for our sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grade boys.  In order to participate they 
will need to have a current sports physi-

cal on file, (they are good for 2 years) a 
signed contract, and pay a sports fee of 
$50.00.  Practice will start the first week 
of January.  Physical and contract forms 

are available in the office. 

Don’t forget to wear your Victor Point Shirt or the 

school colors (Blue and White) every Wednesday! 


